One dominant form with onset in adulthood has been localised to chromosome 7p. 7 The combination of distal and proximal SMA in one family is rare. Three families have been reported with adult onset distal SMA in association with infantile SMA type I in a first or second degree relative.8 9 It has been suggested that distal SMA might be a risk factor for the development of infantile SMA in the offspring. 9 We report a family with distal SMA in the father and severe infantile SMA in his son, which must be regarded as a coincidence of genetically distinct entities. 
